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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of linking a plurality of object code 
modules to form an executable program, each object code module having section data, a set of 
relocation instructions, and one or more symbols, each symbol having a plurality of attributes 
associated therewith, wherein said relocation instructions include a data retrieval instruction 
having a symbol field identifying a symbol to be retrieved and an attribute field identifying a 
symbol attribute associated with said identified symbol to be retrieved, the method comprising 
linking the plurality of object code modules including the steps of 

in the linking process, reading at least one relocation instruction from said set of 
relocation instructions and where said relocation instruction is a data retrieval instruction, 
determining the symbol identified by the symbol field and retrieving one of said plurality of 
symbol attributes associated with said symbol in dependence on contents of the symbol attributes 
field of said instructionv;. and 

recording a pass value iudicaiive of the number of times said set of relocation 
illsMcyMAS .from 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said retrieved symbol attribute 
is placed in a store for subsequent xise by a fiirther relocation instruction. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein said store is a stack. 

4. (Canceled) 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said plurality of symbol 
attributes includes the value of the symbol. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said plurality of symbol 
attributes includes the name of the symbol itself 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said plurality of symbol 
attributes includes a ranking determinator, said ranking determinator defining which one of a 
plurality of definitions of said symbol is selected when forming said executable program. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4-l_wherein said plurality of 

symbol attributes includes said pass value indicative of the most recent repetition of reading said 
set of relocation instructions during which the value of said symbol has been retrieved. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 8 wherein said method 
further comprises determining if the pass value indicative of the most recent repetition is equal to 
or only one less than said recorded pass value and in response to said determination placing a 
predetermined value in said store. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9, further comprising reading said 
predetermined value placed in said store and deleting the section data labeled by said symbol in 
response to the value of said predetermined value. 

11. (Currently Amended) A method of linking a plurality of object code 
modules to form an executable program, each object code module comprising section data, a set 
of relocation instructions, and one or more symbols, each symbol having a plurality of symbol 

attributes associated therewith, said symbol attributes including a symbol value, wherein said 
relocation instructions include a data retrieval instruction having a symbol field identifying one 
of said symbols to be retrieved and an attribute field identifying one of said plurality of symbol 
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attributes associated with said identified symbol to be retrieved, the method comprising: linking 
the plurality of object code modules including, in the linking process, the steps of: 

reading at least one relocation instruction from said set of relocation instructions; 

recording a pass value indicative of the number of times said set of relocation 
instructions have been read; 

where said relocation instruction is a data retrieval instruction, identifying the 
symbol identified by said symbol field, determining if said associated symbol value has been 
retrieved by a further data retrieval instruction during the current or previous repetition of 
reading said set of relocation instructions, and responsive to said determination placing a 
predetermined value in a store. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 11, further comprising: 
when said symbol attribute field of said data retrieval instruction identifies said 
symbol value, storing said pass value in a further one of said symbol attributes. 

13-15. (Canceled) 

16. (Currently Amended) A computer program product nirr-U iivn^jiin^^^^ 
computcr-readabie medium for linking a plurality of object code modules to form an executable 
program, said computer program product comprising: program code means having section data, 
a set of relocation instructions, and one or more symbols, each symbol having a plurality of 
attributes associates therewith, wherein said relocation instructions include a data retrieval 
instruction having a symbol field identifying a symbol to be retrieved and an attribute field 
identifying a symbol attribute associated with said identified symbol to be retrieved, said 
program code means arranged so that, when run on a computer, and during the linking process, 
at least one relocation instruction is read from the relocation instructions, and where the 
relocation instruction is a data retrieval instruction, the symbol identified by the symbol field is 
determined and one of the plurality of symbol attributes associated with the sjmibol in 
dependence on contents of the symbol attributes field of the instruction is retrieved; -the-fetfi&ved: 
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Wi=tvb>el""at-te^t^--beiB ^ and placed in a stack for subsequent use by a further relocation 
instruction, and a pass value indicative of the number of times the relocation instructions from 
the plurality of object code modules have been read is recorded. 

17. (Currently Amended) A-The. computer program product af .clai.m....l.6. 
wherein_fef^4ifskif^^ 

having a symbol field identifying a swibol and an attribute field identifying a symb ej~afe4fe«te 
a*?eei«ted-wf#hsaid4defttified-sy^^ 

f^^mbe l aitributes associated with the s^^mbol in dependence on contents of the sym bol attrib u tes 

rdi-vs-toeN^ the plurality of i>ymbol attributes ^u^iiklu^ii -xiLbl^^i rankmg dctcrmmator, the ranking 
determinator defining which one of a plurality of definitions of the symbols is selected when 
forming an executable program. 

18. (Currently Amended) A -The computer program product . i ; \ 

ee»5p«^e^=^-p»gMB5--f^^»deet™ee5^ — fr - ogmm - "etH l e"HH? ^ m&"Myi«g"See4ieH"dMay - a ^ 
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field of the inslTuction is retrieved, the r e trie v ed s ymbol at.tribui^e-%eij:^g-fftee«4Ha-ar^tae^^ 
sti^bs^qH^m"M?»e>%y"-a-"fetbeF"¥ej:e6ateeB-"iHS^ 

recorded, ■■■ tb &- "p {r HFa lity-"'&f-" Sy mbel--«tmfea^^ 

forrmii g an executable program, t he plurality of symbol attributes includes a pass value 
indicative of the most recent repetition of reading t he set of relocation instructions during which 
the value of the symbol has been retrieved, and further including a determination of whether the 
pass value is equal to or only one less than the recorded pass value, and in response to the 
determination placing a predetermined value in the store, reading the predetermined value placed 
in the store, and deleting the section data labeled by the symbol in response to the value of the 
predetermined value. 

19. (Currently Amended) A computer program product i!!^r^''=li:.Ul^li..Lli..?il 
electronic processor for linking a plurality of object code modules to form an executable 
program, said computer program product comprising program code means having section data, a 
set of relocation instructions and one or more symbols, each symbol having a plurality of symbol 
attributes associated therewith, said symbol attributes including a symbol value, wherein said 
relocation instructions includes a data retrieval instruction having a symbol field identifying one 
of said symbols to be retrieved and an attribute field identifying one of said plurality of symbol 
attributes associated with said identified symbol to be retrieved, said program code means 
arranged so that, when run on a computer, and during the linking process, the program code 
means reads at least one relocation instruction from the set of relocation instructions;,, records a 
pass value indicative of a number of times the set of relocation instructions have been read:,, and 
with the relocation instruction as a data retrieval instruction, the program code means identifies 
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the symbol identified by the symbol field, determines if the associated symbol values b ehave 
been retrieved by a further data retrieval instruction during the current or previous repetition of 
• ^u^ i^^^; the set of relocation instructions, and places a predetermined value in a store in response 
to the determination. 



20. (Currently Amended) A -l'he computer program product of claim 19, 



wherein 



eeffiputer" - pFe^ a m - " f >fodu6t""eempgi8fag -"f»regFaa»- code mea a 8 --harvifi g- se eti<»a-d a ^;""a""8 « t-e ' f 

afei butes associated therewith, said swibol attributes including a sym bol val u e, -whef&iB-^jdd 
¥^eat40R-H^tm6ti<»H3-4aeltfcd&s-a-data-f-etrieval 



a^r-te iist one relocation instmotion Item the set of relocation insiruotions; records a pass v afe« 



d«temk?^m6artHy~when the symbol attribute field of the data retrieval instruction identifies the 
symbol value, the program code means stores the pass value in a fiirther one of the symbol 
attributes. 



21. (New) The computer program product of claim 20, wherein the plurality 
of symbol attributes includes a ranking determinator that determines which one of a plurality of 
definitions of the symbols is selected when forming an executable program. 
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